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Request for Proposal (RFP)

Readers Choice Literacy Grant
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Better World Books

Proposals must be received no later than

November 30, 2009 at 5:00pm EDT

For Further Information Regarding this RFP contact:

RCLG@BetterWorldBooks.com 

The Readers’ Choice Literacy Grant

Better World Books is requesting proposals for its new Readers Choice Literacy Grant. The grant is open to any organization devoted to promoting literacy. The deadline for submission is November 30, 2009.
Background

Better World Books sells used and new books online to fund meaningful literacy programs and projects around the world. EVERY book we sell helps generate this funding, and with the help of our partners and customers we have raised over $7 million since 2002. 

Our programs are designed to allow our partners to designate a non-profit literacy partner (NPLP) as the beneficiary of the sale of their donated books.  However, books which we acquire by means other than donation , such as new books, do not have an NPLP designated. When these books sell, literacy funds are accrued into our General Literacy Fund. 

We have found that many of our customers would like to better understand and get involved in literacy initiatives and that they also generally prefer seeing their dollars and donations going towards specific projects with concrete outcomes.   

In an effort to more deeply engage these customers while continuing to fund meaningful literacy projects, Better World Books seeks to match up the General Literacy Fund to specific projects and to let our customers determine what those projects will be. We have therefore designated the General Literacy Fund for the purpose of funding the new Readers’ Choice Literacy Grant every 6 months.
About Better World Books

Better World Books (www.BetterWorldBooks.com) is a for-profit social enterprise that collects and sells books online with each sale generating funds for literacy initiatives in the U.S. and around the world. With more than three million new and used titles in stock, Better World Books is a self-sustaining company that balances the social, economic and environmental values of its stakeholders. 
Better World Books diverts books from landfills by conducting book drives on 1,800 college campuses, and by collecting discards from over 1,800 libraries. Since its founding in 2003, the Mishawaka, Ind.-based company has raised over $7 million for its non-profit literacy, library and college partners; donated over 1.3 million college textbooks; diverted more than 29 million pounds of books from landfills; achieved over 9,000 tons of carbon offsets through carbon-neutral shipping, and created more than 200 full-time jobs with meaningful benefits.
Available Funds

The Fall 2009 Readers' Choice Literacy Grant will be in the amount of $20,000 (USD). The funding will be provided to the winner of the grant no later than 31-January-2010.
Grant Criteria

· Applicants can be any organization devoted to promoting literacy in some way.

· Applicants must propose a specific use that would be made of the grant money if they win, and must apply the grant money to that use. 

· The project must demonstrate meaningful impact on literacy through the use of the grant money.

· By applying applicants agree to report back on use of funds including the impact made through use of funds and must agree to permit the use of this information in Better World Books' customer communication.

· By applying applicants agree to permit the use of their organization's name, description, logo, and grant specifics in print and on the Internet by Better World Books. 

Application Process

· Applications must be typed, 11-point font, 1 inch margins, and no longer than 10 pages. 

· Applications must be accompanied by summary information to be provided on the form found within this document and submitted along with the proposal. 

· All materials must be submitted electronically by e-mailing them to RCLG@betterworldbooks.com. Applicants will receive an acknowledgement e-mail at the contact e-mail address provided within 24 business hours of receipt.

· Applications are due by 5:00pm EDT on 30-November-2009. 

· The grant recipient will be announced on 22-January-2009.

Selection Process

· Better World Books will screen applications for the grant and retains the right to refuse or request changes to any application.

· Better World Books’ internal Literacy Committee will determine finalists whose proposals will then be put to a public vote on www.BetterWorldBooks.com.

· Only one vote per person will be accepted.

· Voting will begin on 1-January-2010 and end on 20-January-2009.

Application
Note – Items that will be made visible to Internet voters are noted as such. Any item not so noted will not be made publically available.
Please copy this table into the start of your proposal document and complete it, replacing any grey instructional text.
	Organization Name

Visible to Internet voters.
	

	Organization Address
	

	Contact Name
	

	Contact Title
	

	Contact E-mail
	

	Contact Phone
	

	Date Organization Established
	

	Organization Tax Status
	i.e. 501(c)3, C-Corporation, B-Corporation, any for-profit entity within/under a 503(c)3, etc. Note: this is not a constraining factor in who can apply.

	Third Party Ratings, Assessments and Awards
	Please provide any third party assessments of your organization. You may paste a URL here linking to a page where your organization is profiled by a third party. You may also include separate attachments of such assessments with your submission.

	Title (<25 words)
This is the headline that Internet voters will see.
	

	Short (300 Word) Description

This description will be visible to Internet voters. They must click-through to see the detailed proposal
	

	Success Metrics
	Please provide the quantitative metrics for success of the project you propose to fund. Please include your best estimate of the timing on which these metrics will be achieved (for example, 25% within 6 months, 75% within a year, etc.). The grant winner is required to report back on use of funds including the impact made (including these metrics) through use of funds and must agree to permit the use of this information in Better World Books’ customer communication.

	Image URL (or paste image)

This image will be visible to Internet voters. Suggestions include your logo, imagery of your beneficiaries, or other representative imagery.
	

	Detailed Proposal (10 pages or less)
Internet voters who click through from the short description will be able to view the detailed proposal.
	Please complete the detailed proposal outside of this table following the guidelines in the application process outlined above.


